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380 EQUIPAGES ENGAGES 



 

INTERNATIONAL RENOWN 

 

As proof of the fame of the historic Tour de Corse in France and on the international 

stage, it took the organiser only a week after the official opening date for entries 

on 16th January 2023 to allocate the 380 places available to crews participating in 

the 23rd event.  

  

The Tour de Corse Historique is recognised as one of the most prestigious rallies 

for historic cars and it again confirmed its renown among French and foreign crews. 

Like the previous edition that set a new historic record for the number of 

participants,  this year another 380 cars divided up into three eligible categories 

VHC (Historic Racing Cars), VHRS (historic cars, sporting regularity) and Legend 

(on show no timing) will set off along the roads of the Ile de Beauté from 7th to 

14th October.  

 

Like the previous editions, the rally will be run over a new itinerary of 1000 

kilometres. On the schedule are 18 timed special stages, some of which have been 

used by the famous round in the world rally championship, spread over five 

consecutive days racing: a total of 395 kilometres on closed roads in alternation 

with almost 570 kilometres of liaison sections set against a backdrop of dreamlike 

decors that only Corsica can offer its competitors.    

 

The organiser is expecting crews from fourteen countries (Germany, Austria, 

Belgium, Canada, Spain, Finland, Great Britain, Italy, Luxembourg, Monaco, 

Norway, Portugal, Switzerland and France). Among them are several gentlemen 

drivers and regulars in the major historic events. And also former well-known 

professional drivers, some of whom are ex-champions and winners of the original 

race, whose participation has helped to make this rally a legendary event.  

 

In the 2021 edition, the organiser noticed that a growing number of young crews 

from modern rallying had decided to take part in the Tour de Corse Historique to 

discover a new format and a different universe. This growing trend has since been 

confirmed!  

 

The Tour de Corse Historique really aims to be a marvelous moment of sharing, 

transmission  and conviviality between the public, illustrious greats from rallying 

and amateur drivers all generations combined gathered together around common 

values: a passion for the motor car, competition, authenticity, mutual help and 

get-togethers.  

 

 



WELL-KNOWN DRIVERS AT THE START! 

 

Give honour where honour is due so first of all let’s mention the reigning 

winners: Alain Oreille co-driven by his wife Sylvie who finished first in the 2022 

event at the wheel of a Porsche 911. After having already triumphed in the 

2020 edition, the former double World Rally Champion in Group N (1989 and 

1990) and winner of the 1989 Tour de Corse WRC in his Renault 5 GT Turbo 

and a regular participant in this event in both its modern and historic 

incarnations, will be determined to add a third victory to his laurels.  

 

But up against them are numerous crews also gunning for victory in the 23rd 

Tour de Corse Historique. 

 

Romain Dumas, victorious in the 2016 edition, is back this year in a Porsche, 

a brand for which he has been a works driver since 2004.  After a brilliant 

career in single-seaters, the Frenchman has built up an impressive set of 

results in endurance including two outright victories in the 24 Hours of Le Mans 

with Audi and then Porsche.  He has also won the other great classics of this 

discipline like the 24 Hours of Spa, the 24 Hours of the Nürburgring as well as 

the 12 Hours of Sebring. He proved his versatility behind the wheel when he 

tackled the greatest hill climb in the world, Pikes Peak, which he has won four 

times and he still holds the record for the climb. He also shone in the Dakar as 

well as in the French Rally and Cup Championship. Dumas will be back on the 

roads of Corsica in October and he’s teaming up with another great name in 

motor sport, Denis Giraudet. He was Didier Auriol’s former co-driver in the 

world rally championship credited with five victories in this discipline including 

the Tour de Corse in 1995, before winning the European Rally Championship 

title in 1996 with Armin Schwarz. 

 

Christophe Vaison, double French Rallycross champion and winner of several 

ice races as well as being as much at home on asphalt, will also be back on 

Corsican roads on which he won in 2014 and 2015 in his Lancia 037.  

  

Many local drivers will also be at the start beginning with Patrick Bernardini (2-

time French Rally Champion in 1994 and 1995), who entered last year with his 

daughter, Carla. They will again be taking part in 2023 at the wheel of a BMW 

M3 entered in the J2 category. As will Thomas Argenti, reigning winner in the 

J2 category, and also Anthony Agostini, victorious in the 2021 edition, and 

Olivier Capanaccia. They are all intent on shining on home turf! 

 

 



The VHRS category (historic cars, sporting regularity) also promises some 

great duels. Among those entered is Bruno Saby, a brilliant participant in the 

World, European and French Rally Championships, winner of the Dakar in 

1993 and the Off-Road World Cup in 2005. He too will return to the scene of 

his former exploits. The winner of the 1986 Tour de Corse WRC at the wheel 

of the iconic Peugeot 205 Turbo 16 Group B will combine the pleasure of 

historic car racing with his involvement in a cause that’s dear to his heart: the 

fight against cancer (www.espoir-isere-cancer.com), whose colours will be 

flown by his Ford Capri 2300, identical to the one in which he took part in the 

1970 Tour de Corse with his father. 

 

 

Note that the entrants in VHRS will set off first on the opening stage (Tuesday 

10th October). Then it’ll be the turn of the VHC entries to start first on the 

following days. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

395 KM OF SPECIAL STAGES 

 

No matter what category they are entered for, all the crews will be determined 

to reach the end of the new 1000 km plus route (395 km on closed roads and 

almost 570 km liaison sections) of which almost 60% has been renewed. In 

other words, five days rallying on the Ile de Beauté’s most beautiful roads 

including a total of 18 special stages to be contested including a long one 

measuring 42,678 km! 

Rendez-vous on 7-8 October in Porto-Vecchio for scrutineering and 

administrative checks. On Monday 9th after the warm-ups there will be an 

apéritif to welcome all the participants and the first evening of the event will be 

celebrated with a fireworks display.  

The starting ceremony and the first three special stages will take place on 

Tuesday 10th October. The next day, the competitors will head on to the North-

East of Corsica to the village of Borgo and the parc fermé at the Lucciana 

airport emulating the WRC, and not the Borgo sporting complex like the 

previous years. Then the Tour cavalcade will go to the North West and the 

third stage town, Calvi, the economic and tourist capital of la Balagne, 

overlooked by its historic citadel. After that, off to the south of the island on the 

fourth day of the rally to the city of Propriano.  

Finally, the 23rd edition will finish in Porto-Vecchio, the third-largest commune 

on the island in terms of size and number of inhabitants. In the past, the town 

was famous for the production of salt from its salt marshes. Today, it is better 

known for its superb beaches on the edge of the Tyrrhenian Sea and for 

hosting the historic Tour de Corse in keeping with a well-established tradition! 

_____________________________________________ 
    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE TOUR DE CORSE HISTORIQUE 
FINALIST IN THE HISTORIC MOTORING 
AWARDS 2021 
 
The Tour de Corse Historique has been selected by 
the jury of the Historic Motoring Awards 2021, 
organized in association with Octane magazine, as 
one of the six finalists for Motor Sport Event of the 
Year. We would like to thank the jury for this 
distinction, which rewards the many years of work 
put in by the entire organization team and the many 
volunteers, without whom this event would not have 
become what it is today. 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map of special stages on the following link: 
https://www.tourdecorse-historique.fr/trace-2023 

https://www.tourdecorse-historique.fr/trace-2023


PROGRAMME 
 
 
 

Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th October / Porto-Vecchio 
Administrative and technical checks 

 
 

Monday, October 9 / Porto-Vecchio 
Warmup 

Starting ceremony 
 
 

Tuesday, October 10 / Porto-Vecchio - Porto-Vecchio 
SS 1: Kamiech - Col de Bavella (19.025 km) 

SS 2: Levie - Carbini (7.518 km) 
SS 3: Col de Bacino - Borivoli (11.075 km) 

Finish Terre-plein de la Marine 
 
 

Wednesday, October 11 / Porto-Vecchio - Borgo/Lucciana 
SS 4: Ventiseri - Serra di Fiumorbo (27.584 km) 

SS 5: Tallone - Pietra di Verde (42.678 km) 
SS 6 : Casalta - Prunelli di Casacone (26.477 km) 

Finish at Parking CCI - Bastia-Poretta Airport 
 
 

Thursday, October 12 / Borgo/Lucciana - Calvi 
SS 7 : Ponte Novo - San Lorenzo (25.983 km) 
SS 8: Pont de Castirla - Taverna (13.864 km) 

SS 9: Novella - Olmi Capella (27.092 km) 
SS 10: Speloncato - Muro (24.878 km) 

Finish at Parking de l'Ortacce 
 
 

Friday, October 13 / Calvi - Propriano 
SS 11: Notre Dame de la Serra - Fango (28.432 km) 

SS 12: Galeria - Curzo (27.203 km) 
SS 13: Place du Liamone - Calcatoggio (12.382 km) 

SS 14: Albitreccia - Stiliccione (29.716 km) 
Finish Port de plaisance 

 
 

Saturday, October 14 / Propriano - Porto-Vecchio 
SS 15: Sollacaro - Bicchisano (16.733 km) 

SS 16 : Petreto - Aullene (19.348 km) 
SS 17: Zerubia - Pont d'Acoravo (20.716 km) 

SS 18: Chialza - Orone (14.160 km) 
Finish Terre-plein de la marine 

 



 

TIMETABLE 
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ELIGIBLE CATEGORIES: 

VHC / VHRS LEGENDE 
 

 

 

VHC (Historic Racing Cars): 

- Historic competition vehicles from 1947 to 1985 with a PTH. 

- Vehicle from the classic competition group from 1977 to 1981 with a 

three-section passport. 

- Competition vehicles from the J2 period (1986 to 1990) with a PTH. 

 

VHRS (Sporting Regularity Historic Vehicles): 

 - Vehicles from 1947 to 1996, choice of four average speeds (High - 

Intermediate - Low - Reduced). 

 

LEGENDE (exhibition without timing): 

 - Vehicles from 1947 onwards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As is the case every year, the Tour de Corse Historique will support 

two associations: Handi Rallye Passion (www.handirallypassion.fr) 

and Espoir Isère against cancer (www.espoir-isere-cancer.com). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



AN EVENT WITH A STRONG ECONOMIC 

 AND CULTURAL IMPACT 

 
For each edition of the event, there are almost 1,000 people for the crews 

and team members, to which must be added the accompanying persons 

(families, friends, partners, etc.) who represent around 500 people, 384 

officials and stewards who ensure the smooth running of the event. 

 

We must also take into account our VIP partners, the press and the 

thousands of visitors who come to watch the event. The Tour de Corse 

Historique attracts around 2,500 people from all over the island, the majority 

of whom come not only for the sport, but also to enjoy the moment and 

discover Corsica for a whole week.  

 

The crowds generated by the Tour de Corse Historique are an asset for the 

promotion of Corsica's natural and cultural tourist heritage. The finish in 

Porto-Vecchio is always a memorable event that gets people moving. The 

event also has an economic impact of several thousand euros. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OUR PARTNERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Founded in Milan in 1872, Pirelli is a global brand known for its cutting-edge 
technology, high-end production excellence and passion for innovation, strongly 
inspired by its Italian roots. 
 
With 18 production plants in 12 countries and a commercial presence in over 160, 
Pirelli has around 30,700 employees and sales of around 5.3 billion euros (in 2021). 
It is one of the world's leading producers of tires and related services, and the only 
company to focus exclusively on the consumer tire market, which includes tires for 
cars, motorcycles and bicycles. 
 
Pirelli is a partner of the world's greatest motor racing events. Starting with the 
Formula 1 World Championship. 
 
www.pirelli.com 
https://ivalto.com/ 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Corsica Ferries, founded in the late 1960s by Pascal Lota, began by offering 
crossings from Corsica to Italy by boat, and then to the south of France. In 1981, 
the company added Sardinia to its destinations (with the Livorno - Olbia route). In 
1996, express crossings between Nice and Basta were introduced, followed by 
express connections between Italy and Sardinia. 
 
In early 2000, Corsica Ferries opened additional routes between the port of Toulon 
and Ajaccio - as well as to Calvi, Île Rousse and Bastia. Later, the company 
reopened the Piombino - Portoferraio route, linking Italy and the Isle of Elba with the 
ship Corsica Express. Recently, in line with its policy of diversification, Corsica 
Ferries has added new crossings from Toulon and Nice to Sardinia, Sicily and the 
Balearic Islands, further expanding its range of Mediterranean crossings. 
 
As a partner of the Tour de Corse Historique, Corsica Ferries transports all teams 
and competitors from the Continent to the Isle of Beauty. 
 
www.corsica-ferries.fr 
 
 

http://www.pirelli.com/
http://www.corsica-ferries.fr/


 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Passionate about motor sports from an early age, Bernard Richards chose 
watchmaking to express his racing spirit through his creations. After studying 
watchmaking and micromechanics, followed by several years working for some of 
the world's leading luxury brands, he decided in 2003 to create his own brand: 
B.R.M Chronographes. 
 
Using cutting-edge materials such as titanium, carbon and tantalum, and inspired 
by the exacting standards of automotive professionals, Bernard Richards offers his 
customers - like himself, car enthusiasts - exceptional, hand-crafted products. 
Watchmaking partner to the world's greatest drivers and sportsmen, B.R.M 
Chronographes is the watchmaking partner of the Tour de Corse Historique. 
 
www.brm-manufacture.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Driven by a passion for motor sport, Events Corsica Racing offers you over 30 years' 
experience in organizing rallies in the unique setting of Corsica, where the legend 
of the 10,000 bends was written. 
 
Through its event, the Corsica GT Tour, you will alternate over 4 days between 
discovering the most beautiful landscapes of our island and special stages on 
closed roads for the pleasure of the perfect trajectory! Whether you're an enthusiast 
or an amateur, you'll enjoy a unique driving experience. Next event, May 2024. 
 
www.eventscorsicaracing.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.brm-manufacture.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISTER MATERIAUX, a young French company initially specialized in the 
distribution of products and materials for building professionals on the Internet, 
becomes a partner of the Tour. With over 25,000 references, their offer is also 
adapted to DIY and automotive customers. With a physical presence in Lyon and 
Bordeaux, their major strengths are the attention they pay to the quality of the 
products they distribute, and the performance of their logistics, which ensure 
deliveries within 24 hours in mainland France and 48/72 hours for Corsica. 
 
www.mistermateriaux.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A telephony specialist since 1994, CORSE GSM became Corsica's first 
independent operator in July 2020. With 13 stores across the island, CORSE GSM 
offers packages to suit all needs at very competitive prices, and has a customer 
service department based in Corsica. 
 
Their advisors are on hand to determine the best mobile or fixed-line solutions for 
you! With their long experience and enthusiastic dynamism, their adventure got off 
to a flying start. We're delighted to count them among our partners. 
 
www.facebook.com/corsegsm/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/corsegsm/


 

 

A benchmark in multi-channel sales, ORECA Store offers more than 65,000 items 
every day via its www.oreca-store.com website, its 30,000-copy catalog, as well as 
two boutiques and a presence at numerous national and international events. 
Today, more than 60 countries are supplied each year with products from over 250 
brands. 
 

Since 2020, ORECA Store has been the equipment supplier for FFSA licensees. 
This partnership is driven by a shared ambition to make motorsport more 
accessible, and to offer the best possible support to all enthusiasts and practitioners 
in their licensing process. Within the framework of this partnership, and in full 
collaboration with the FFSA, ORECA Store puts in place the most relevant offer and 
associated advice for each licensee. 
 

To follow ORECA Store news, click here: 
https://www.oreca-store.com  /  https://www.facebook.com/OrecaStore 
https://www.instagram.com/orecastore  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corsica and Portivechju have a long history of top-level sport. One of these 
disciplines is, of course, motor racing. Since the 50s, the Tour de Corse has been 
an integral part of our history. It has permeated our collective memory with its great 
champions, notably through the performances of the island's drivers. 
 
Over the years, the Tour has met many challenges, to become one of the biggest 
events in the world of historic racing. The number of 380 entrants in 2023 is proof 
of this! 
 
A Cità di Portivechju is particularly proud to be the epicenter of this event. The 
municipal team, which I have the honour of leading, is particularly aware of the 
boundless investment of dozens of people, who do their utmost to ensure that the 
event takes place in the best possible conditions. 
 
This is all the more true given that, over and above the sporting and historical 
aspects, there is an undeniable economic component. The spin-offs from the Tour 
de Corse Historique, in this month of October, are decisive for us and contribute to 
a tourism that is both diversified and annualized, promoting our skills and, of course, 
the quality of our sites. In this, too, U Ghjiru di Corsica Storicu deserves to be 
supported and accompanied with dignity. 
 

Allora, più chè mai, Evviva u Ghjiru di Corsica Storicu ! Evviva Portivechju! 
 

Jean-Christophe ANGELINI (The Mayor) 
www.portivechju.corsica 
 

https://www.oreca-store.com/
https://www.facebook.com/OrecaStore
https://fr.hervet-watches.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
VITO Corse, the new petroleum partner of the Tour de Corse Historique, is a 
subsidiary of the international Rubis group, which specializes in the storage and 
distribution of petroleum products. It is present in a dozen countries, including 
Belgium, the Netherlands, the Caribbean and certain Black African nations.  
 
The company, a subsidiary of the international Rubis group, has been present in 
Corsica since 2010, with a constant focus on adapting to the island's specific 
features. There are currently 64 ViTO service stations on the island. 
 
This network of service stations is unique in its coverage from the north to the south 
of the island. Actively involved in island life for many years, ViTO Corse supports 
sporting, cultural and economic initiatives, and helps motoring events to reduce their 
carbon footprint. 
 
http://www.vito-corse.corsica/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMTRT (Société Marseillaise de Transport et de Transit), a Marseille-based 
transport company with an international reach thanks to road, rail/road and sea 
links, was founded in 1946. Over the years, it has developed its network in the 
PACA, Centre and Paris regions, as well as in North Africa and Corsica. The Ile de 
Beauté is a major growth area for SMTRT, which has set up warehouses in Bastia 
and Ajaccio. 
 
At the head of this family-run business, motorsport enthusiast Thomas Pellegrin 
took part in the Tour de Corse Historique for the first time in 2021 at the wheel of a 
1970 Porsche 911, and intends to repeat the experience. Already involved in 
cultural partnerships in the Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur region, it's only logical that 
the head of SMTRT should become a partner of the Tour de Corse Historique, which 
he sees as one of the island's major cultural events. 
 
https://smtrt.net/ 
 

 

 

 

https://smtrt.net/


 

 

 
From the special stages of the Tour de Corse Historique to the icy tracks of Lapland 
or the dunes of the Moroccan desert, the driving pleasure is just as intense. 
Founded by racing driver Philippe Gache, who has distinguished himself on such 
varied terrains as the 24 Hours of Le Mans, Monaco and Indianapolis circuits, as 
well as the Dakar and ice racing tracks, SMG offers the SMG ICE CHALLENGE. 
Located on the Arctic Circle, this center offers an ice driving experience at the wheel 
of a BMW 330 E46 Maxi Groupe F.  
 
Change of scenery with the SMG DESERT CHALLENGE and 2 days of discovery 
on the tracks and dunes of the Merzouga region at the gateway to the Sahara. On 
the program: up to 3 hours of driving and navigation per day in driver/copilot pairs. 
That's between 200 and 250 kilometers a day at the wheel of a Toyota Land Cruiser 
VDJ200 - the model that has won the Dakar in the T2 category for the last 6 years. 
 

www.smg-ice-challenge.com  
www.smg-desert-challenge.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Since its creation in 1984, Radio Corsica Frequenza Mora has established itself as the 
radio station for Corsica. On its airwaves beats the heart of this land, whose language, 
culture and values it promotes. RCFM is also the radio station for sport in general, and 
for the Tour de Corse Historique in particular. It has therefore been one of our leading 
partners for many years. 
 
Once again this year, the great RCFM game will punctuate the month of October in the 
colors of the Tour, with numerous prizes to be won daily, live coverage of the rally on 
the RCFM website, and the race on the airwaves of Corsica's leading radio station. 
 

https://www.francebleu.fr/rcfm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Corsican Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Bastia Poretta airport and 

Corsica as a whole are also partners of the Tour de Corse Historique.  

https://www.smg-ice-challenge.com/
https://www.smg-desert-challenge.com/
https://www.francebleu.fr/rcfm


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOUR DE CORSE HISTORIQUE CONTACTS 
 

 
 
Boîte Postale 15 
20538 PORTO-VECCHIO 
+33 (0)4 95 70 67 33 
+33 (0)6 12 05 29 04 
tourdecorsehistorique2a@gmail.com 
 
 
Media & Communication: 
Henri Suzeau: hsuzeau@ontheroadconsulting.net 
+33 (0)6 08 26 90 56 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.tourdecorse-historique.fr 

 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 

tel:+00%2033%20(0)4%2095%2070%2067%2033
tel:+00%2033%20(0)6%2012%2005%2029%2004
mailto:tourdecorsehistorique2a@gmail.com
http://www.tourdecorse-historique.fr/

